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Epidemiological investigation of syphilis infection of pregnant women and neonates in 5 684 cases HUANG Jian-guo
(Department of Clinical Laboratory, The Maternal and Children Health Hospital of Longchuan . Guangdong
517300, China)

[Abstract] Objective To investigate the syphilis prevalence in pregnant women and the status of fetal trans-
mission. Methods Pregnant women visiting our obstetrics clinic for prenatal examination and pregnant women who
had the delivery in our hospital were screened for syphilis infection. Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)
was used to detect the syphilis antibody in the blood sample of neonates whose mothers were infected with syphilis in
sera. Results In 5 684 cases of pregnant woman,there were 76 cases of positive syphilis (1.34%). In 2 458 cases of
neonate,21 were found syphilis positive (0. 85%). In the 23 pregnant women with syphilis positive, 21 neonates were
tested positive of syphilis,so the rate of fetal transmission was 91. 3%. Conclusion Serological screening of syphilis
in pregnant women is effective in preventing the vertical transmission of syphilis to the infants.
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