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[Abstract] Objective To evaluate the effect of detection on hepatitis C core antigen (HCV-cAg) in clinical di-
agnosis of hepatitis C virus(HCV). Methods We detected the level of HCV-cAg and hepatitis C antibody (HCV-
Ab) in 400 health person and 600 in-patients from our hospital by ELISA method. The HCV-cAg positive specimens
were confirmed by detecting HCV-RNA by PCR method. Results 6 (1. 5%) positive cases of HCV-Ab in 400
healthy person,12(2%) positive cases of HCV-Ab and 4 (0. 67 %) positive cases of HCV-cAg in 600 in-patients. 3
positive cases were confirmed by HCV-RNA. The coincidence rate of HCV-cAg and HCV-RNA detections was
75%. Conclusion The window period of HCV is earlier by detection of HCV-cAg than HCV-Ab. Joint detection of
HCV-cAg and HCV-Ab can improve the rate of diagnosis,it has important significance for the screening of HCV. It

is also an important mean to prevent the spread of HCV.
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