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[ Abstract] Objective To explore the correlation between matrix metalloproteinases-11(MMP-11) and esopha-
geal squamous cell carcinoma(ESCC). Methods Expression of MMP-11 protein was detected by immunohistochem-
istry in 36 cases of ESCC tissues and tumor-adjacent tissues,and 9 cases of normal esophageal tissues. Results Posi-
tive expression rate of MMP-11 in ESCC tissues was higher than tumor-adjacent tissues and normal tissues, which
were 69. 4% (25/36),25.0%(9/36) and 22.2%(2/9) respectively(P<C0. 05). Positive expression rates of MMP-11
protein in patients at T1— T2 stage, | — || stage and with nodal metastases were lower than patients at T3 — T4
stage, [l — IV stage and without nodal metastases respectively(P<C0. 05). No correlations were found between MMP-
11 protein expression levels and age.gender, tumor location. tumor diameter and degree of differentiation(P>>0. 05).

Conclusion Up-regulation of MMP-11 expression level might be involved in the development of ESCC, which might
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play a promoting role in the invasion and metastasis of ESCC.
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